EDITORIAL

Keep Modern
with Arabic
Languages

The Modern Larguspes Oopart=ent
oters Sve anguages, which incluce
Sparish, Frecch, Balen, Chinesn snd
Amercan Sign Language. As the ool
lego craws up &5 Master Pan it woud
implore the depanmant 1o ememan e
prospect of addng courses In Mdde
Eastom Lanjuades

By doing 50, It woud mapard on T
oferings from depanments including,
Bt ot Amgad to, history, shéasachy wed
poltical science. K woukd oo 1oliow e
housancs of uriversites fatcrraide 1t
hawve axpanced ther curicda to ndute
Assnic, Since 2002, ecrclimaents in
Arabic courses have increased ton lold
10 51502, accorcng o B survey ton-
ducned by e MLA and repomed in The
Crronicie of Hgher Educaton. ¥ CSI
QEPIeS 0 ComPete with the Hwes of
Autgers  University, which rocanty
adogned & Made Eastorn Languages
program, & wouls consder what goa’ es
at e hearn of every sudoent-joza.

Wi the 30% unempoyment rate
ockpsing the meager raton of emry lewel
kbt ofterngs, TSI wil reec 1o croaty
tracks 10 growng joofieids. I nual
coutss offer ngs n Aradic wvohe nto ful
baccaliurenle programs, studonts can
work owmachs careors s transitoss. The
fold exzects 10 grow 24% untl 2016,
scoocdng o e Duresu of Labor
Sutistics, and “doemand wil remain
strong for transiators of . Assdic and
otrer Mode Easten languagea”

The rooed 1o facitaing such courses,
presents a long poceas. The proposed
sdction woud have 10 “orgrase fom
wihn a depanmont” hen Suvve two
Incuty commimens and ulimaley o
CUNY Soard of Trusnes. Then thene &
he prodiem with attractng orolessors of
Mode Eastorn anguages. “TThe sup-
ply of Wachers PasnY kept coaon with
student demand,” Prokeasor Karin C.
Aydng ke "Ae Chovase

Even though such an undenating
poses ctvous chalorges, the cologe
shodld ot east prepare itsef %o such a
demard. Stalen Isng seconded 5,507
housaholds, or 1.2% of the sopulation,
wih Amd descart in the 2000 census,
and a good bet says that e 2010 cen-
s wll yels nigher rumbers. “There 58
growing pozulation of Aabs on Stanen
Istand.” Cmar Shakour tole the Stsen
lsland Advarce. Whie e colioge's
Mason Statemart makes no promse of
jobs, & commits 10 "sudents preparng to
onint thel: chosen camers.” Cne meas-
e 10 the CNer 0260NS for studoms
wodd be the considerston of adopting
Arabic MNGUAGE COLrses. 1"



