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In the midst of Janine Materna’s bid to

represent Staten Island’s South Shore

before the New York City Council, the

Democratic candidate spoke before two

of CSI’s political science classes.  She

will challenge the incumbent,

Councilman Vincent Ignizio, in the gen-

eral election on November 3rd for the

southern-most seat in the city.

While several late students tiptoed

into Building 2N for Professor Ming Xia’s

Thursday evening Introduction to

Political Science class, Materna

stressed transportation as one of her key

campaign issues.

“Things that we shouldn’t have to

really worry about, we do on a daily

basis,” Materna said in an interview with

The Banner. “You go down the express-

way and there’s bumper to bumper traf-

fic, which could cause students here to

be late for class.”

In the hope of alleviating some of

that congestion, Materna said she would

seek to expand and repair roads,

expand bus routes, and explore alterna-

tive methods of transportation like the

South Shore Ferry or the North Shore

Light Rail line.  

“Being from Staten Island we’re dis-

enfranchised,” said Materna. “We don’t

have mass transit like the other bor-

oughs.”

Although Materna noted that the

51st District Councilman receives less

than any other member in the council,

she would hope to bridge that disparity

by utilizing the democratic majority and

joining the Transportation Committee.  

By improving the transportation

access between the North and South

Shores, Materna said she would seek to

recruit CSI students from the Nursing

and Education departments to help fulfill

her goal of opening a training facility  on

the South Shore for children with special

needs and autism.  

“What we need help in is with areas

of children with special needs,” said

Materna, who has a relative with mental

disabilities.  

Materna discovered the prevalence

of autism while petitioning from door to

door for the 900 signatures needed to

get on the ballot.  She suggested that

CSI could expand its outreach to the

South Shore by providing the manpower

needed to facilitate tutoring for children

and programs for the elderly.  

In order to combat the prevalence of

mental and physical diseases, Materna

would order a health survey on the

South Shore, “which is something we

can use the research center here at CSI,

conducting a health survey to see which

illnesses are prevalent in certain places

and see if that maybe tells a story.”

Picking up the endorsement of the

Professional Staff Congress (PSC), the

union that represents 20,000 CUNY fac-

ulty and staff, hints at Materna’s ability to

garner support from academia.  Materna

attributes the support to her “commit-

ment to public school education being a

product of it.”  With the power of CUNY

tuition prices residing partially with the

Council, Materna extended that commit-

ment to include voting against cuts to

“education and safety.” 

“I think it’s important to make sure

we have the proper professors in place,

that they’re being paid well,” she said.

“That we’re able to retain the right

resources in place.  And most important-

ly, students who attend CSI or CUNY

institutions really have the educational

background they deserve.”

The incumbent Ignizio, in attracting

support from education groups, picked

up the backing of the United Federation

of Teachers among the several endorse-

ments from prominent civil service

unions, including the police and fire

unions.  None of that appears to frighten

Materna, who in fact, believes the oppo-

site.

“This race is doable,” she told the

class.  “I think I’m his worst nightmare.”
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