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HOUSE HOPEFULS SPAR
AT HILTON

While the nation focused its attention on

the presidential debate, candidates for

the congressional seat that represents

Staten Island and parts of Brooklyn bat-

tled before a large crowd at the Staten

Island Hilton on October 15th.

The event, sponsored by the Staten

Island Advance, featured the four major

party candidates for the 13th

Congressional District—Michael

McMahon (D), Bob Straniere (R),

Carmine Morano (I), and Tim Cochrane

(C). Each candidate answered to a num-

ber of questions geared towards foreign

and national policy. The team of moder-

ators consisted of members the Staten
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The debate featured the four candidates on

the ballot for the 13th Congressional District.

Island Advance and NY1.

As Election Day draws near, voter

concern has shifted toward towards the

economy.  The second question, posed

by the editorial page editor of the SI

Advance, Mark Hanley, asked the candi-

dates how they would help Staten Island

families and businesses.

“The foxes were watching the hen

house,” said McMahon, who said he

supported the Obama tax cuts. “Let’s

increase deductions for college tuition.

Because as we all know, our incomes

are going down, our 401K pension plans

are going down, but college tuition con-

tinues to go up.”

Straniere, a former New York State

Assemblyman, said he supported the

Bush tax cuts, which will expire next

year. “There wasn’t one factor,” said

Straniere, “but many different factors.”

Morano, a CUNY educated econo-

mist, proposed measures that would

stimulate job creation.

Cochrane, who worked for 24 years

on the floor of the New York Stock

Exchange, said: “The blame lies wholly

on government.”

NY1’s Amanda Farianacci changed

the topic to the war in Iraq after a few

snipes between Cochrane and

McMahon.  

Neither Morano, nor Cochrane sup-

ported a specific date for withdrawal of

troops in Iraq.  Straniere said he would

leave the decision to the “best military

thinkers.”  McMahon stood as the lone

supporter of a set timetable for withdraw-

al.

The mood shifted in the lightning

round. They revealed some of their food

indulgences, what they wanted to be

when they grew up, and their stance on

funding a manned mission to Mars.

“You’re crazy if you don’t think we

have to expand our horizons and colo-

nize other worlds,” said Morano.
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