
Following a video that depicted its orbit

around the earth, the infamous fire

hydrant descended from the ceiling to

the stage of the Williamson Theatre in

1P.  

With that demonstration, Staten

Island’s Borough President James P.

Molinaro illustrated the theme of his

State of the Borough address: cut the

red tape.

The fire hydrant represented one of

the many projects that analysts either

overstudy or take too long to complete,

according to Molinaro.  The pump jutted

into the roadway on Forest Hill Road,

where it has surely accosted many com-

muters traveling from the campus

toward the Staten Island Mall.  

In a span of seven years, city offi-

cials installed and removed the same

hydrant three times.  The saga drew

laughs from the audience, which con-

tained current and former New York

politicians and FDNY and NYPD offi-

cials.

“It took 14 months to build the

Intrepid,” said Molinaro, building a com-

parison.  “It took 13 months to build the

Empire State Building.”

During the speech, Molinaro laid out

an ambitious agenda for 2009 that

included an expansion project for Staten

Island’s ports, more retail shops at the

Ferry terminal and a slew of modifica-

tions to the borough’s roadways.

Molinaro also boasted some of the

accomplishments that he set forth in pre-

vious years’ addresses, particularly the

use of “smart light technology,” the first

of which appeared outside the campus

gate on Victory Blvd.  The light changes

according to traffic flow instead of set

increments of time, which often left com-

muters waiting through long, red lights

during off-hours.

“I hope it’s smart enough to let you

Borough President James P. Molinaro stands beside the headstones that mark the death of Staten Island initiatives that have been

“overstudied.”  The presentation underscored his speech’s call for an end to the bureaucracy that kills the borough’s progress.
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State of the Borough Address (from front)
out of here tonight,” said Molinaro.

“If not, we get bagels and coffee.”

In addition to updating the traffic pat-

terns, Molinaro highlighted the addition

of 130 new police officers to the Island’s

streets and continued his push to har-

ness wind technology to improve energy

consumption.  It’s not certain whether

some of those projects will face the

same bureaucratic road-blocks that

have stifled previous Island initiatives—

challenges that he tried to tame through

his speech.

The theme was exemplified in a

short film screened prior to Molinaro’s

entrance.  CSI alumnus Daniel Coady

and dramatic arts major, Marissa Murray,

starred in the film. It took place in a

cemetery among tombstones, which told

the tale of projects that “[had] been stud-

ied to death.”

While the night propped up Staten

Island’s potential for progress, the cast-

ing of the film indicated that a stigma still

deters New Yorkers from outside the

borough from crossing the Verrazano.

“They put an ad in Backstage and a

lot of people showed up,” said Coady,

referring to the newspaper that

announces casting calls to actors and

entertainers.  “Then a lot of people found

out it was on Staten Island and turned it

down.”

The irreverence towards Staten

Island ended with the Borough

President, who received a standing ova-

tion from the crowd when he took the

stage.  State Senator Andrew Lanza (R)

applauded the speech.

“I look forward to this every year,”

said Lanza.  “The borough president did

not let us down with respect to the the-

atre, the entertainment and the sub-

stance.  He really laid out an ambitious

plan.  Leadership is having a vision and

he has a great vision for Staten Island.

He’s shooting for the stars and that’s

how you get to the moon.”

In closing, Molinaro stressed that he

hoped these goals would not only

enhance the borough, but would lead to

employment opportunities for Staten

Islanders    

“In 2009, let’s cut the red tape and

get jobs, jobs, jobs,” said Molinaro.
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The infamous fire hydrant which caused
commuters dismay on Forest Hill Road,
poses in the lobby of 1P after its inter-
galactic odyssey and stage debut.
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